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Original Sin
Scripture (Genesis 3:1-14)

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the
Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You
must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in
the garden,

3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree thatis in the

b2

middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.
4 The serpent said to the woman, “You will not certainly die.

5 For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her,
and he ate it.

7 Thenthe eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for
themselves.

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord
God among the trees of the garden.

9 Butthe Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”



10 He answered, “l heard you in the garden, and | was afraid because |
was naked; so | hid.”

11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten
from the tree that | commanded you not to eat from?”

12 Adam... He replied, "The woman You put here with me—she gave me
some fruit from the tree, and | ate it."

13 The Lord God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The
woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and | ate."

14 The Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on
your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life."

1. The fundamental problem of all humanity
1) Separation from God

2) Sin—Being apart from God is sin; a state in which one cannot help but
commit sins.

3) Satan—Becoming a slave to the devil, trapped in a destiny or fate
from which one cannot escape.

2. The problems that ensued

“To become like God"—The desire to be one's own god (New Age
ideology)—The belief that humans can become gods on their own,
without God.

"Knowledge of good and evil"—judging and condemning.

"Their eyes were opened"—spiritual eyes closed, while physical (fleshly)
eyes opened.

"Realized they were naked"—shame



"Sewed fig leaves together to make coverings"—covering up through
legalism, ethics, morality, "goodness," or sincerity.

"Hid from His presence"—foolishness.

"Hid themselves"—a sense of guilt.

"Were afraid"—worry, anxiety, and fear.

"The woman You put here"—resentment/blaming others.

"The Serpent Deceived me"—making excuses.

3. The current state of humanity—Absolute despair—A condition where
nothing works (Calvin’s concept of "Total depravity").

Depression, anxiety, restlessness, worry, powerlessness, apprehension,
neurosis, insomnia, panic disorders, social phobia, self-harm, suicide,
alcoholism, drug abuse, violence, broken human relationships,
inequality, and war, and so on.

This should come as no surprise; it is inevitable that this issue will
eventually confront future generations and all nations.



